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Your Journey to Reunification via the K-1Visa

Introduction

For U.S. citizens engaged to foreign nationals living abroad, the K-1T nonimmigrant visa,
commonly known as the fiancé(e) visa, represents the primary pathway to bring their
loved one to the United States for marriage.

Process Overview

This visa category is specifically designed to facilitate the reunion of couples intending
to build a life together in the U.S. However, the process involves navigating a series of
specific legal requirements, strict timelines, and governmental procedures involving

both U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) and the Department of State.

Guide Information

This guide aims to provide essential pre-requirement information about the K-1 visa
process in clear, easy-to-understand language, especially for those navigating the
complexities of U.S. immigration for the first time.

Core Steps

We will break down the core eligibility criteria for both the U.S. citizen petitioner and the

foreign fiancé(e) beneficiary, outline the key steps from filing the initial petition to
applying for permanent residency after marriage, and highlight crucial considerations
along the way.

Conclusion

Understanding these fundamentals is the vital first step in successfully bringing your
flancé(e) to the United States to begin your married life together.



Chapter 1:
Understanding the
Foundation

Eligibility Essentials

Before embarking on the K-1 visa journey, it is crucial to
ensure that both the U.S. citizen and their foreign fiancé(e)
meet the fundamental eligibility requirements established
by U.S. immigration law. These requirements form the
bedrock of the petition and subsequent visa application.
Failure to meet any of these core criteria can prevent the
process from even starting or lead to denial later on. This
chapter focuses on these essential prerequisites: the
petitioner's citizenship status, the legal capacity and
genuine intent of the couple to marry, and the requirement
of having physically met before filing.

Citizenship Status

Verify the petitioner is a U.S. citizen, not just a
permanent resident

Legal Capacity

Ensure both parties are legally free to marry

In-Person Meeting

Confirm you've met in person within the past two
years




1.1 The Petitioner: U.S. Citizenship
Requirement

The K-1 visa process can only be initiated by a U.S. citizen. Lawful Permanent Residents (Green
Card holders) are not eligible to petition for a fiancé(e) using the K-1 visa; they must typically marry
their partner first and then pursue immigrant visa options for spouses.

herefore, the very first pre-requirement is confirming the petitioner's status as a U.S. citizen. Proof

of U.S. citizenship is a mandatory component of the initial petition (Form [-129F).

Acceptable Proof of U.S. Citizenship

Certificate of

Certificate of Citizenship Valid U.S. Report of
U.S. birth Naturalization passport Birth Abroad
certificate (if of a Citizen of
born in the the United
LLS.) 3 States

@ Ensuring this documentation is readily available and valid is essential before proceeding.



1.2 The Couple: Freedom to Marry and
Bona Fide Intent

&la L Q&

Legal Freedom Prior Marriage Bona Fide Relationship

Neither party can be currently Documentation Prove the relationship is

married to someone else Provide divorce decrees, genuine, not for immigration
annulment certificates, or DUrPOSES

death certificates

Both the U.S. citizen petitioner and the foreign fiancé(e) beneficiary must be legally free and have the
genuine intention to marry each other within 90 days of the fiancé(e)'s arrival in the United States.
Legal freedom to marry means that neither party is currently married to someone else.

f either the petitioner or the beneficiary has been previously married, they must provide proof that all
prior marriages were legally terminated through divorce, annulment, or the death of the former spouse.
Copies of final divorce decrees, annulment certificates, or death certificates for all previous spouses

must be submitted. Beyond the legal capacity, USCIS must be convinced that the relationship is ‘bona

fide’ — meaning it is genuine and not entered into solely for immigration purposes.

The couple must truly intend to establish a life together. Evidence supporting the bona fide nature of
the relationship (discussed further in Chapter 2) is crucial throughout the process.



1.3 The Connection: Proving
You Have Met In Person

A significant requirement for the K-1 visa is that the U.S. citizen petitioner
and the foreign fiancé(e) must have physically met in person at least
once within the two years immediately preceding the filing of the Form |-

129F petition. This rule is in place to help ensure the relationship is
genuine. Evidence of this meeting, such as dated photographs together,
copies of passport stamps showing entry/exit from the fiancé(e)'s
country, flight itineraries, or hotel reservations, must be included with the
petition.

While USCIS may grant waivers of this requirement in very limited
circumstances — for example, it meeting in person would violate strict
and long-established cultural customs of the fiancé(e)'s foreign culture
or if it would result in extreme hardship to the U.S. citizen petitioner —
these waivers are difficult to obtain and require substantial
documentation. For most couples, demonstrating the prior in-person
meeting is a non-negotiable prerequisite.

Evidence of Meeting

e Dated photographs together

e Passport stamps

o Flightitineraries

e Hotel reservations

Timing Requirement
e Must have met within two years before filing

« Multiple meetings strengthen your case




Chapter 2: Initiating the Process - Petition
and Consular Steps

Once the fundamental eligibility requirements are met, the formal K-1 visa process begins. This phase

involves actions by both the U.S. citizen petitioner within the United States and the foreign fiancé(e)
beneficiary in their home country.

't starts with the filing of a petition with USCIS and, upon approval, transitions to consular processing
through a U.S. embassy or consulate abroad. Successfully navigating this stage requires careful
preparation, accurate form completion, and gathering extensive documentation. This chapter details
the critical steps involved in filing the petition and undergoing the subsequent consular procedures.

File Form [-129F

]

U.S. citizen petitioner submits the initial petition to USCIS
_ USCIS Processing

Z Petition is reviewed and either approved or denied
National Visa Center

3 Approved petition is forwarded to NVC for initial processing
Consular Processing

4

Foreign fiancé(e) completes requirements at U.S. embassy/consulate



2.1Filing Form |-129F:

The U.S. Citizen's Petition

The official start of the K-1 visa process is the filing of

—orm |-129F, Petition for Alien Fiancé(e), by the

U.S. citizen petitioner with the appropriate USCIS service center. This petition formally requests that

USCIS recognize the relationship and allow the foreign fiancé(e) to apply for a K-1 visa. The form

requires detailed biographical information about both individuals and extensive supporting

documentation.

Required Documentation

e Proof of the petitioners U.S. citizenship

e Proof of the legal termination of any
previous marriages for both parties

e Proofthat the couple has met in person
within the last two years

e Passport-style photos of both individuals

Fvidence of Bona Fide Relationship

e Correspondence (emails, letters, chat logs)

e Photos together over time

e FEvidence of financial support

o Affidavits from friends and family attesting
to the relationship

Accuracy and completeness are vital when filing
Form |-129F, as errors can cause significant
delays.



2.2 Navigating Consular Processing: The
Fiancé(e)'s Role Abroad

USCIS Approval

After USCIS approves the I-129F petition,
the case file is sent to the Department of
State's National Visa Center (NVC).

DS-160 Application

The fiancé(e) completes the Online
Nonimmigrant Visa Application (Form

DS-160) and pays the required visa
application fee.

Visa Interview

The fiancé(e) attends an interview with a
consular officer, who reviews the case,
asks questions about the relationship and
eligibility, and makes a final decision on
the K-1 visa application.

[:] NVC Processing

The NVC performs initial processing and
then forwards the case to the U.S.
embassy or consulate nearest to the
foreign fiancé(e)'s residence.

Medical Examination

The fiancé(e) undergoes a medical
examination performed by an embassy-
approved physician.



2.3 Gathering Key Documents:
Preparation for Success

Both the [-129F petition and the subsequent consular processing stage require substantial

documentation from both the petitioner and the beneficiary. For the beneficiary's consular processing,

key documents typically include a valid passport (usually valid for at least six months beyond the

intended period of stay), the original birth certificate, police certificates from all countries lived in for a

certain period since age 16, the sealed medical examination report, evidence of financial support

(often related to the petitioner's ability to support the fiancé(e)), payment receipts for visa fees, the DS-

160 confirmation page, passport-style photos, and continued evidence of the ongoing bona fide

relationship.

Having all necessary documents correctly prepared and readily available for the medical exam and

visa interview is crucial for avoiding delays and ensuring a smooth process at the embassy or

consulate.

/D Personal Documents

Valid passport, birth certificate, passport
photos

Financial Evidence

Proof of the petitioner's ability to
financially support the fiancé(e)

Background Checks

Police certificates from all countries of

residence

0.0

~0a Medical Records

Sealed medical examination report from
approved physician



Chapter 3: Arrival and Beyond - Marriage
and Permanent Residency

Receiving the K-1 visa is a major milestone, but it marks the beginning of the next critical phase of the
journey towards permanent residency. Upon arrival in the United States, the foreign fiancé(e) faces a
strict deadline to marry the U.S. citizen petitioner. Following the marriage, further steps must be taken

to secure lawful permanent resident status, commonly known as obtaining a Green Card.

U.S. Entry

Arrival and admission in K-
status

Permanent Residency

Receiving Green Card after
approval

HO

Marriage

Must occur within 90 days of
arrival

Adjustment of Status

-iling Form 1-485 for Green
Card




3.1 Entering the U.S. and
the Critical 90-Day
Window

Upon approval of the K-1 visa, the foreign fiancé(e) can
travel to the United States. At the port of entry, a U.S.

Customs and Border Protection (CBP) officer will inspect

their documents and admit them in K-1 status. This
admission triggers the start of a critical 90-day period.
U.S. immigration law strictly requires the marriage
between the K-1 visa holder and the U.S. citizen petitioner
to take place within these 90 days. There are no
extensions to this deadline.

Arrival Processing

] CBP officer inspects documents and
admits fiancé(e) in K-1 status

90-Day Marriage Requirement

2 Marriage must occur within 90 days of
entry - no exceptions

Consequences of Non-Compliance

3 Failure to marry results in loss of legal
status and required departure

'f the marriage does not occur within this timeframe, the
K-1 visa holder falls out of legal status and is expected to
depart the United States. Failure to depart can lead to
accrual of unlawful presence and potential bars to future
immigration benefits.

Therefore, couples must be prepared to marry promptly
after the fiancé(e)'s arrival.




3.2 The Path to a Green
Card: Applying for
Adjustment of Status

Marrying the U.S. citizen petitioner within the 90-day
window fulfills the condition of the K-1 visa, but it does
not automatically grant the foreign spouse permanent
residency. To obtain a Green Card, the foreign spouse
must apply for Adjustment of Status (AOS) by filing Form
-485, Application to Register Permanent Residence or
Adjust Status, with USCIS. This application should be filed
soon after the marriage.

Required Forms

e Form |-485 (Adjustment of Status)
o Form |-864 (Affidavit of Support)

o Form |-693 (Medical Examination)

Supporting Documents

e Marriage certificate

e Birth certificate

e Passport photos

e Financial evidence

Process Steps

e Application review

e Biometrics appointment

e Interview (if scheduled)

e F[inal decision

USCIS will review the application, schedule a biometrics
appointment, and may schedule an interview to verity the
legitimacy of the marriage before making a decision on
granting lawful permanent resident status.




3.3 Work and Travel

Permissions During the
Process

While the Adjustment of Status application (Form [-485) is
pending, which can take several months or longer, the K-1
spouse generally needs authorization to work and travel
outside the United States. Concurrent with filing Form I-
485, the applicant can also file Form |-765, Application for
Employment Authorization (EAD), and Form 1-131,

Application for Travel Document (Advance Parole).

If approved, the EAD allows the applicant to work legally in
the U.S. while the Green Card application is processed.

Advance Parole allows the applicant to travel
internationally and return to the U.S. without abandoning
their AOS application. Traveling outside the U.S. without

Advance Parole while the I-485 is pending can result in the
application being considered abandoned. Filing these
forms provides crucial stability and flexibility during the
waiting period for the Green Card.

/= Employment Authorization

Form |-/765 allows legal employment while waiting
for Green Card

(J  Travel Permission

Form |-1371 permits international travel without
abandoning application

K Important Warning

Never travel without Advance Parole while [-485 is
pending




Conclusion: Securing Your Future
Together in the U.S.

Overview of the K-1Visa Journey

The K-1 fiancé(e) visa provides a unique pathway for U.S. citizens to bring their intended spouse to the
United States, culminating in marriage and the opportunity for permanent residency. The journey
involves meeting specific eligibility criteria, meticulous petition filing by the U.S. citizen, thorough
consular processing for the foreign fiancé(e), adherence to the strict 90-day marriage deadline upon
arrival, and finally, the application for adjustment of status to obtain a Green Card.

Each step, from proving the bona fides of the relationship to navigating interviews and filing
subsequent applications like the [-485, I-765, and |-131, requires careful planning and execution.
Successfully completing this process allows couples to build their future together in the United States.

SN IS S I ———— -
Eligibility Petition Consular U.S. Entry Green
Meeting -iling 1-129F Frocess 90-day Caro

basic Interview and marriage Adjustment

requirements visa issuance window of Status



Why Choosing the Right Attorney Matters
So Much for Your K-1 Case

The K-T visa process, while seemingly straightforward, is laden with potential pitfalls. Proving a bona
fide relationship to the satisfaction of immigration officials, meeting strict deadlines like the 90-day
marriage rule, and correctly navigating the transition from K-1 status to permanent residency through
adjustment of status require careful attention to legal nuances. Errors in the initial I-129F petition,
inadequate preparation for the consular interview, failure to marry within the required timeframe, or

mistakes in the |-485 application can lead to significant delays, denials, and immense stress for the
couple.

An experienced immigration attorney specializing in K-1 visas understands the specific evidence
required, anticipates potential issues, ensures deadlines are met, and guides couples through each

stage, significantly increasing the likelihood of a smooth and successful outcome, allowing you to
focus on starting your life together.

) Expert Guidance (V) Time Efficiency
Navigate complex legal requirements with Avoid delays caused by common
confidence application errors

v Higher Success Rate @2  Peace of Mind
Increase chances of approval with proper -0CuUs on your relationship while

preparation professionals handle the legal work



Why Choose D Alessio Law Group

At D'Alessio Law Group, we understand that the K-1 visa process is more than just paperwork; it's
about uniting loved ones. Our dedicated team focuses exclusively on immigration law, bringing
extensive experience and a deep understanding of the specific challenges and requirements of
flancé(e) visas. We provide personalized strategies, meticulously preparing petitions and
applications, and thoroughly prepping clients for interviews.

We are committed to clear communication, ensuring both the U.S. citizen petitioner and the foreign

fiancé(e) understand each step, especially considering many clients may not be native English
speakers.

Our goal is to navigate the complexities of the K-1 and subseqguent adjustment of status process
efficiently and effectively, minimizing stress and maximizing your chances of beginning your
married life together in the U.S. as planned.

gl B ua N

Specialized Meticulous Multilingual Personalized
Experience Preparation Support Approach

Exclusive focus on Detailed attention to Clear communication Tailored strategies for
immigration law every form and for non-native English your unigue situation

document speakers



Take the Next Step: Your Consultation
Discount

Ready to begin the journey of bringing your fiancé(e) to the United States? Understanding the specific
requirements as they apply to your unigue situation is crucial. Schedule a consultation with our
experienced immigration attorneys to discuss your K-1 visa case.

Special Offer Contact Us Today
Mention that you learned about us through Let D'Alessio Law Group help you navigate
the K-1 Visa E-book and receive a S100 the path to reunification.

discount on your initial consultation fee. Contact s foday to buskvour sppoistment

] 2 3 4
Consultation Strateqy Execution Reunification
DISCUSS your unigue Develop your Expert handling of Begin your life
situation personalized plan your case together in the U.S.

Click here to Schedule



https://getyourvisatoday.com/ebook-lp/?utm_source=ebook&utm_campaign=k-1_visa&practiceAreaId=K-1

